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BizAid for AIDS program a success

Santa Cruz AIDS Project sends a warm thank you
to all the businesses that participated in our
BizAid for AIDS 2011 program. Special thanks go
to New Leaf Community Markets, who have co-
sponsored this program for more than 20 years
and donated thousands of dollars to the Santa
Cruz AIDS Project. Your donations help SCAP
remain a vital health-and-wellness resource in
our community. Despite the loss of government
funding for education and prevention services,
SCAP continues to provide critical support to
people living with HIV/AIDS for free, including
access to medical care, counseling and financial
support, plus outreach to high-risk populations
to prevent the spread of HIV, hepatitis C and
sexually transmitted diseases. The Santa Cruz
AIDS Project commends our local businesses
sponsors for their continued support of HIV/AIDS
education and care services.

Santa Cruz AIDS Project staff and volunteers,
Santa Cruz

Supporting skating in many ways

I recently had the very great pleasure of meeting
an exemplary employee and a super helpful and
nice young man, Jordan, who works at the Santa
Cruz Boardroom in Capitola. I had gone into T.C.
Campion's store several times, trying to buy
some T-shirts in support of the Capitola Skate
Park. I explained to Jordan, on about my third
visit, as they were sold out at the time, the
reason I was so anxious to get the shirts was
that I hoped to mail them to Ireland in time for

Christmas.

He immediately suggested I go and get my own
shirts, the sizes that I needed, and he would t
ake them over to be printed right away. Well, it
was not exactly right away skate boarder time?,
but after waiting a bit, Jordan offered again to
go over, on his own time, to pick them up. He
was always super polite and accommodating and
consistently offered the kind of friendly, helpful
service that is not often the norm these days.
Boardroom owner, T.C. Campion should be
complimented for having young employees of
Jordan's caliber, especially as role models for
young skate boarders, as representatives of the
sport and promoters of the Capitola Skate Park.
Thanks very much, Jordan and T.C., and let's all
keep supporting the Capitola Skate Park.

Molly Ording, Capitola

We'll miss famous split pea soup

Marie Elich, 16-year veteran volunteer with St,
Francis Soup kitchen, retired this month. Over
those 16 years, Marie had become famous for
her split pea soup served every Thursday. The
warm bowl of soup she prepared matched well
with the warm manner in how she served it. Her
service at the soup kitchen, and to several other
care-giving programs, at Holy Cross Catholic
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Church and Dominican Hospital, will miss her
tireless and generous presence.

Wayne Shaffer, President, Board of Directors, St,
Francis Catholic Kitchen

A pleasure to serve

I'd like to personally thank WW II veteran
Maurice Ricketts for his kind words regarding my
service with Meals on Wheels. Honestly, I am so
fortunate to have worked for more than two
decades with all the wonderful Meals on Wheels
volunteers. They are the true heroes. They serve
our elders every day and everyone, the
participants and volunteers alike, look after each
other in a true sense of community and extended
family. So, I extend a heartfelt thank you to our
community volunteers and to the amazing and
colorful senior lunch participants at Louden
Nelson who enrich my life. It has been an honor
and a pleasure to serve you for all of these
years.

Amy Weiss, Santa Cruz

PG&E goes the extra mile

We would like to thank PG&E and the men
and women who worked so many hours in those
dangerous winds to get our power back on last
week. Thank you also to all the public safety
agencies that helped keep our community safe
during the wind storm.

John and Karen Hibble, Aptos
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